
NOFOLLOW & 
NOINDEX TAGS:

All You Need to Know



Questions we’ll be answering:

■ What is a noindex tag?

■ What is a nofollow tag?

■ Why do we use these tags?

■ Which pages do we use them on?

■ How do we add them in WordPress?



What is a noindex tag?

■ A noindex tag tells search engines not to include a page in the SERPs.

■ It is a tag that’s added to the HTML code of the webpage.

■ However, search engines will still follow the links on the page.



What is a nofollow tag?

■ A nofollow tag tells search engines not to pass link equity, or link juice, to any of the 

links on a the page the tag is on.

■ It is also a tag that’s added to the HTML code of the webpage.



Why do we use the noindex tag?

■ We use the noindex tag when we don’t a human to find the page.

■ We use it to hide pages with highly duplicate content of other pages on the website.



Why do we use the nofollow tag?

■ As SEO copywriters we use a nofollow tag to preserve your page’s link equity and 

authority, especially if the page links back to pages that aren’t authoritative.

■ They prevent Google and other search engines from seeing your inclusion of the link 

as an upvote that the site you’re linking is important to you.



Which pages do we use a noindex tag 
on?

■ There are 5 types of pages you’ll want to add a noindex tag on:

1. Author archives on a one-author blog: your author pages will be the same and therefore 
Google will consider them duplicate content.

2. Certain post types: when you have pages that sell products and you need a custom page 
that specifies dimensions and weight. These are considered low quality pages.

3. Thank You pages: these are also usually thin content pages as they are designed to 
thank subscribers or first-time commenters. They have no content value.

4. Admin and login pages: your user doesn’t need to see these pages.

5. Internal search results: landing up on an internal search results page ruins user 
experience. But remember, the links on the internal search results pages are important 
so you want them to be followed.



Which pages do we use a nofollow tag 
on?

■ Untrusted content: you’ll add a nofollow tag to links in the comments section.

■ Paid links: people could be paid to add those links in comments sections.

■ Crawl prioritisation: this applies to things like login links on the webpage.



How to add noindex tags in WordPress

■ Luckily on Yoast SEO, there is a plugin that makes setting this tag quick and simple.



How to add noindex tags in WordPress 
cont.



How to add noindex tags in WordPress 
cont.

■ Remember, just because you’ve noindexed a page, doesn’t mean that the links on it 

are also set to nofollow.



How to add noindex tags in WordPress 
cont.

■ If you also don’t want to use up your link juice on the page you’ve just noindexed, 

select No.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

1. Go to your WordPress Dashboard and click on Plugins.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

2. Click on Add New at the top of the page.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

3. In the search box on the right, search for the “Title and Nofollow Links” plugin.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

4. Click on Install.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

5. Click on Activate.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

6. Go to your page or post and open it. Go to the link you want to add the tag onto and 

highlight it.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

7. Click in the link icon you use to insert links.



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

8. Click on the gear icon you use to edit links. 



How to add nofollow tag on WordPress

9. You’ll now notice another option under “Open link in a new tab”. 



Resources

■ https://www.launchdigitalmarketing.com/difference-between-noindex-and-nofollow-
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■ https://www.act-on.com/blog/nofollow-tags-what-they-are-and-why-they-matter/

■ https://yoast.com/which-pages-noindex-or-nofollow/

■ https://www.greengeeks.com/tutorials/article/how-to-add-nofollow-link-in-

wordpress-and-why/

■ http://dan-nolan.com/what-is-noindex/

■ https://yoast.com/wordpress-noindex-post/


